THE TWISTED
LHPOTHECEARY

“Thirteen million dollars!” I spluttered

in disbelief. The man stepped out of the
shadows. “Ah, but ars longa, vita brevis,
Droffig. Art lives long; life is so very short.”

Baghdad'’s secret places had been fascinating —
from the remains of the fabled House of Wisdom
to the world’s first apothecary, opened in 754CE.

Now I was far to the north, closer to the Pole than

any major town, standing in a gloomy apothecary
quite unlike its Arab cousin. Yes, there were
medicinal potions, but also plague masks, stuffed
extinct creatures and devices of torture. A fog of
sweet incense and death hung over the room.

I counted out the vast sum for the ancient
Egyptian scrolls ordered by the Librarian. “But
this is what you really came for,” the Apothecarist
whispered, handing me a battered metal disc
punched with 13 holes. “Den Dirlige Sirkelen —
the Bad Circle. The Book curses many, but it is
less known that a curse exists upon itself. I know
not its name or its words, only that their order
will be found ‘in the bones’ using this disc.”

I had many questions, but he insisted that time
was short. [ asked what I could and took hasty
notes, but our meeting was over far too soon.
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The Apothecarist placed three Tarot cards into
my hands — Death, the Fool, and the Wheel of
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poison followed. “That beloved by Hecate can STRANGE SCRIPTS : 14

— -,

st used for reciting

neutralize the Book’s touch,” he whispered. The Voynich Manuscript o howEe rituals and incantations ang later. f
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As 1 left, my head was spinning from his than 230 vellum pages (with others

missing), richly illustrated with
bizarre images. Believed to have

cryptic words. Yet something he had said

reminded me of a newspaper story I had Death g T |
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characters and symbols remain a mystery to this day.
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Curse...

.}[ln Vll(.lng’ times the nidstang’ was a wooden pole with a real
}:)rse s head stuck on the end. The pole was carved with
the wox:ds and symbols of a curse and the horse’s head
was pointed towards the enemy.
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g
was used n the KOII O empire of Afrlca to tracl(

iy i e a‘ crlm.ma!. It was a small wooden statue filled
with me ‘lcme or' maglcal herbs. into which the curse-maker
would drive a nail while chanting’ an oath.

WltCl'leS in mec]ieval Europe would curse a wax figlxre Of a person.
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may die away by continual sickness.”

Medieval scribes often wrote a curse in a book's
colopho?m (a panel at the end of the book. about
how 1t was made). The curse was aimed at
anyc.me who dared steal or damage a book
which may have taken years to complete.,
One example from a Bible read UIf anyone
take away this ]:vool(, let him die the death
l.et him be fried ina pan; let the falling *
sickness and fever seize him ; let him be

broken on the wheel and hang’edf’
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Rongorongo

The Easter Island script of kohau rongorongo (‘lines for
chanting out”) is unique to the tiny Pacific island, one of
the most isolated places in the world. Legend has it that
the first settlers were led by a king, Hotu Matu'a, who
arrived in a canoe with 67 wooden rongorongo tablets,
carved using shark’s teeth. Only 24 still exist, and their
meaning is yet to be fully deciphered.

2 U BN R A

...OY Worse

punishments were given

d even the smanest of crimes:

The brank was a punis}lmenj .

{01‘ medieval women accused O

; ir husbands or being
nagging their uT n:ask O Jlocked

a gossip. A meta‘ ;
on to the woman s head. often with

a strap to hold the tongue still.

nishment for people accused
Austria and Germany. Two
wood — with holes for the he.ad and
d be locked together. leaving the

c] painful position.

chaviour n medieval England )
k-a barrel with holes for their
d scenes of their crimes painte

ey wau(ed the streets 1n great

be jeered at by passers—by.

concertina stick down



