CARYING OUT
A LIVING

Coffins are carved and built
by skilled carpenters in small
workshops. The coffins are
shaped and styled using
traditional woodworking
tools, and often without plans
but using photos of the real
* objects as a guide. An epic
paint job usually finishes
- them off in style.
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Star for a day

Completed coffins are

often covered in cloth

when delivered so they

are only seen on the day

of the burial. All that work is
quickly placed underground
on the day of the funeral.

Funeral procession in Ghana
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BYT IS IT ART?

Yes! The work of Ghana’s coffin
designers has been exhibited
in art galleries all over the
world. In 2000, the British
Museum bought an
eagle coffin made by
Paa Joe as an exhibit.
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A frilled lizard made for
¢ B Festival Melbourne,
; Australia, in 2004,
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Casket case
Paa Joe, one of Ghana's leading

coffin makers, puts the finishing &
touches to a Mercedes Benz
coffin. Joe hopes the relatives

of the deceased, a driver, will
be dead proud.
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WORK AND PLAY -
some coffins are designed to reflect the ‘ rabs
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- Nee more amazing coffins % www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-11879532



